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HOMEl/iAKERS'  CHAT  TUESDAY,  October  31,  1939 

(FOR  BROADCAST  USE  ONLY) 

Subject:  "GARDEN  QUESTIONS  AND  ANSIFJERS."     Information  from  the  Bureau  of  Plant 
Industrj^',  United  States  Department  of  Agriculture. 
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Home  gardeners  are  already  thinking  about  flowers  for  Christmas.     In  the  mail- 
bag  this  week  are  a  number  of  letters  asking  how  to  force  bulbs  for  Christmas  bloom- 
ing.   One  lady  even  writes  that  she  thinks  a  jar  of  daffodils  give  as  much  holiday 
cheer  as  the  Christmas  tree  itself. 

Well,  here  is  advice  from  plant  specialists  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture 
on  growing  bulbs  indoors.     These  men  say  you  con  easily  have  flowers  in  bloom  at 
Christmas  rjid  o.ll  during  the  rest  of  the  winter  as  well  if  you  are  careful  to  choose 
the  right  bulbs,  give  them  the  right  care,  and  time  them  for  successive  blooming. 

You  can  force  almost  any  kind  of  bulb  in  the  house.    Narcissus,  hyacinths, 
daffodils  and  tulips  are  especially  popular  for  indoor  blooming.     But  you  can  also 
grow  snowdrops,  and  the  delicate  blue  grape  h;/acinth,  and  the  bright  crocus. 

Probably  the  easiest  bulb  to  grow  indoors  is  the  narcissus.     It  will  come  into 
-loom  if  the  bulb  is  set  in  a  shallov/  dish  of  water  with  pebbles  to  hold  and  support 
■"■   Sithor  the  paper  v;hite  or  the  Chinese  sacred  narcissus  will  grow  in  pebbles  and 
■-'2r.    You  can  also  grow  narcissus  bulbs  in  pure  sand,  or  prepared  fiber,  or  sandj^ 
■il. 

Another  bulb  that  will  grov.'  in  water  is  the  hyacinth,  but  it's  a  little  more 
-fficult.    You  have  to  have  the  water  just  touching  the  bottom  of  the  bulb.  If 
■=  water  comes  up  any  higher,  it  will  rot  the  bulb.     Since  it  is  quite  difficult  to 
•-P  water  at  exactly  the  right  level,  you'll  probably  be  wise  to  set  your  hyacinth 
•■^^s  in  soil  as  you  do  tulip  bulbs,  daffodils  and  snowdrops.     For  these  flowers  use 
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either  clean  shallow  flower  pots  or  fern  pans. 

Since  good  drainage  is  very  important  for  healthy  growth  of  "bulbs,  put  a  half 
inch  of  gravel  or  liroken  flower  pots  in  the  "bottom  of  each  fern  pan  or  pot.  A"bove 
this  half  inch  of  drainage  material,  "be  sure  to  allow  for  at  least  4  inches  of  soil. 
A  good  soil  mixture  to  use  is  2  parts  loam,  1  part  sand,  and  1  part  leafmold. 

Here's  how  you  plant  the  "bulbs.     Put  a  layer  of  soil  in  the  pot  covering  the 
drainage  material.     Set  the  bulb  in  place  and  then  fill  in  with  soil  to  v/ithin  l/2 
or  3/4  inch  of  the  top  of  the  pot.     This  space  is  needed  for  the  effective  watering 
of  the  plant.     Press  the  soil  down  rather  firmly,  leaving  the  tip  of  the  bulb  just 
showing  above  the  soil.     Water  the  soil  and  then  set  the  pots  away  in  a  dark  cool 
cellar  or  outdoors  in  your  cold  frame  protected  from  freezing  by  straw  or  leaves. 
A  cellar  that  is  cool  enough  for  storing  apples  and  potatoes  will  be  the  right 
temperature  for  your  bulbs.     If  you  keep  your  bulbs  in  the  collar,  just  remember  to 
add  a  little  water  to  the  pot  now  and  then  so  the  soil  won't  dry  out.  Otherwise, 
you  can  forget  about  your  bulbs  for  at  least  5  or  6  weeks. 

This  is  the  period  when  they  need  to  keep  cool  and  grow  their  roots  slowly. 

If  you  hurry  them  by  bringing  them  out  into  the  light  and  heat  too  early,  they'll 

send  up  leaves  before  they  have  a  good  mass  of  roots  to  support  the  top  grov/th.  And 

•iien  leaves  come  up  before  the  roots  are  ready,  the  plants  have  poor  flowers  or  none 
at  all. 

How  much  time  bulbs  need  in  the  cool  darkness  to  form  roots  depends  on  the 
^^sty.    Paper  white  narcissus  needs  only  6  weeks  to  form  roots,  but  hj/-acinths, 
trumpet  narcissus  and  early  tulips  need  twice  that  time  —  about  12  weeks.     And  late 
tulips  need  14  weeks. 

^en  storage  time  is  up  and  the  pots  are  well-filled  with  roots,  you  can 
^^^H  them  out  of  the  cellar  or  indoors  from  the  cold  frame.  The  bulbs  will  do 
^^tter  if  you  let  them  make  the  change  gradually  from  dark  and  cold  to  light  and 
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v/armth.    Don't  expose  them  at  once  to  sunshine.     Place  them  first  in  a  cool  half- 
light  room.    When  they  begin  to  show  a  good  healthy  growth  and  green  foliage,  bring 
them  gradually  into  full  light.     'They  will  grov/  at  living  room  temperature,  but  if 
you  ca.n  keep  them  at  a  temperature  as  low  as  60  degrees,   the  flowers  will  last 
longer. 

If  you  set  your  flower  pots  in  a  sunny  window,  remember  to  turn  them  frequent- 
ly so  the  foliage  and  flowers  v/ill  develop  evenly. 

That's  hov/  to  have  flowers  of  your  own  blooming  at  Christmas  even  if  the  snow 
is  flying  outdoors.     The  most  important  point  to  remember  is  to  give  the  bulbs  plen- 
ty of  time  in  cool  dark  storage  —  plenty  of  time  to  grow  a  mass  of  roots  to  support 
the  leaves  and  flowers.     And  remember,   too,  that  while  the  bulbs  are  stored  av/ay  in 
the  cellar,  they  need  a  little  watering  nov/  and  then  to  keep  the  soil  from  drying 
out. 

Now  here's  just  time  for  one  more  home  gardener's  question.     "My  neighbor 
stores  her  gladioliis  bulbs  with  nap'hthalene  flakes  —  the  same  kind  of  flakes  I  put 
■-r.  my  wool  clothes  to  keep  out  moths.     She  says  naphthalene  flakes  prevent  gladiolus 
"•irips  just  as  they  do  clothes  moths.     Is  this  true?" 

Yes,  plant  specialists  advise  sprinkling  na.phthalene  flakes  among  the 
gladiolus  corms  after  you  dig  and  dry  them.     And  then  store  the  bulbs  with  the 
flakes  in  paper  bags  in  a  cellar  or  attic  where  the  temperature  is  around  40  degrees 

out  with  no  chance  of  freezing.     Use  about  one  ounce  of  flakes  for  each  h"undred 
tulhs. 

Of  course,  the  best  control  of  the  gladiolus  thrip  is  to  plant  clean  bulbs, 
before  you  dig  the  bulbs,  cut  off  ajid  burn  the  tops. 

That  concludes  the  questions  for  today.     More  next  week. 


